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Reduce holiday frustrations by cutting a few corners
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THE UNEXPECTED GIFT
Scenario: It’s the night before your 

office closes for the holidays and a well-

meaning co-worker gives you a present. 

The problem? You didn’t have him on 

your shopping list.

Solution: In case of a gift-giving 

disaster, call on your emergency 

supply of tact and poise.

How to fake it: Don’t even try faking 

it, etiquette guru Lizzie Post says.

Gift-giving is not necessarily a 

reciprocal act, so don’t beat yourself 

up too badly if your co-worker or friend 

springs a sneak-attack gift on you. 

“The worst mistake you can make is 

to say something like, ‘Yours is in the mail’ 

or ‘I’m bringing gifts tomorrow’ or any other 

excuses that are fueled by guilt,” she said. “Make 

sure you take the time to appreciate the gift and thank them 

genuinely, because when you change the conversation to excuses, 

it takes the focus off the sweet thing that person has done.”

Season’s 
cheatings

THE BIG DINNER  PARTY

Scenario: It’s your turn to host your nearest and dearest for a holiday dinner, and tradition dictates an 

elaborate event.

Solution: Holiday gatherings don’t have to be complicated to be festive, so downsize creatively.

How to fake it: Invite your friends over for all of their favorite warm winter beverages, including hot apple 

cider, mulled wine, hot chocolate or eggnog, suggests Sherry Petersik, a home and entertaining blogger at 

younghouselove.com. These more specialized gatherings have a much smaller price tag than traditional 

holiday dinner parties, she said, and your guests might even appreciate a low-key, no-pressure get-together.

“Offer inexpensive appetizers, such as biscotti or microwave popcorn on a tray surrounded by colorful 

ornaments,” Petersik said. “If you invite your friends over later in the evening, they will have already eaten and 

won’t expect a full meal.”

And if warm beverages aren’t their thing, try arranging a cookie swap get-together.

THE OUTFIT SHORTAGE
Scenario: You’re not going to buy new 

clothes for every holiday party. You 

need something fresh and festive that 

you can re-wear to several gatherings.

Solution: Recycle signature pieces 

to wear in different ways.

How to fake it: Sorry, ladies, but this 

problem is pretty gender-specific.

The good news is a neutral 

summer dress can be paired with 

leggings or a cardigan for colder 

weather, says Kristen Kaim, store 

manager at Akira, a Chicago-based 

boutique chain for men and women.

She notes that multifunctional 

dresses can be styled up to 10 different 

ways and can serve as stunning New 

Year’s Eve party dresses long after the 

season’s first glass of eggnog is poured.

Another way to take stress off your wallet 

while still reinventing the look of an outfit, Kaim 

says, is to invest in a unique belt for the holidays. 

By pairing an old sweater with a new belt, you can 

accomplish a completely different look.

6 REDEYE l SATURDAY

P
ro

du
ct

:
C

T
R

E
D

E
Y

E
_I

m
p

o
si

ti
o

n
P

ub
D

at
e:

11
-2

1-
20

09
Z

on
e:

A
L

L
E

di
tio

n:
S

A
T

P
ag

e:
33

-0
6.

K
U

se
r:

cc
i

T
im

e:
11

-2
0-

20
09

14
:3

2
C

ol
or

:CMYK

Betsy Sobiech
Highlight


